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Webbing the Islands

Empowering island communities
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	Over the next four years the University of Tasmania and the Tasmanian Department of Education plan to invite involvement from local and global communities to participate in a program of projects called Webbing the Islands.

Webbing the Islands will be an international Internet-based educational program of projects that use collaborations in areas of visual and performing arts, literature and science to explore the questions facing islands and island peoples. 

The program will be facilitated through its namesake website, Webbingtheislands.com. The website will function as a "how to" resource, document storage/gallery area, and moderated communication space.

How did we start out?

Webbing the Islands was originally presented as part of Tasmania's International Arts Festival, Ten Days on the Island in May 2005.

A total of 64 registered users from 15 islands and 4 non-island regions signed up to the 2005 program: 39 Tasmanian, 5 from other Australian states and 20 International.

In July 2005 the Tasmanian Department of Education and the University of Tasmania adopted the project and it is currently being redeveloped.

What do we aim to do?

To Empower Island Communities to create projects that:

· express a sense of identity and sense of place through the use of visual and performing arts, literature and science.

· use of a number of disciplines to understand environmental and social changes that are taking place on islands, and design plans for the future. 

· build and maintain global friendships between island people,

· help bridge the “Digital Divide” by building skills in, and access to, Information and Communication Technologies.

· support innovation in education and island studies.

What do people have say about the program to date?
“I've learnt lots! Your concept is great and I hope you get lots of work uploaded in the near future.” 

Lyn Normington of Invermay Primary, Tasmania.

“Thank you so much, you both have given our 6th grade students (11 – 12 year olds) a wonderful gift.” 
Valerie Becker of West Tisbury School, Martha’s Vineyard, in correspondence with Ms Zayas of the Center for International Studies, Philippines and Charles Kemp, of St Michael’s Collegiate, Tasmania.
“the whole concept opens up the possibility of developing many ongoing relationships between people from around the globe.”

Charles Kemp, St Michael’s Collegiate, Tasmania.
Interested in being involved?

We are keen to receive Expressions of Interest from island schools, universities, arts and science organisations and businesses that pride themselves in being involved in innovation and social responsibility.

Contact:

Sarah Howell

Project Manager, Webbing the Islands

School of Geography and Environmental Studies

University of Tasmania

Private Bag 78

Hobart Tasmania 7001

Australia

Ph: + 61 3 62 262 054

Fax: +61 3 62 262 989

info@webbingtheislands.com
To view old version of the website: 

http://www.webbingtheislands.com
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	The images above are from Susan Huntington's first graders at West Tisbury Primary School, Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, in the United States.

	


